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Statement of Significance

Date of Construction 1955 Architect/Engineer/Builder Corps of Engineers, U. S. Army
In the opinion of the surveyor, this property appears to meet the criteria of the National Register of Historic Places.
In the opinion of the surveyor, this property is located in a potential historic district (National and/or local).

The 6652-L underground missile storage facility, located in the former H-52 Nike missile installation on the Arid Lands Ecology (ALE) Reserve, consisted of two underground storage
magazines for Nike Ajax missiles. The two magazines had the storage capacity for twenty Ajax missiles and eight surface launchers. Each underground magazine contained a small personnel
room that contained all the controls for raising and lowering the elevator and launchers, selecting the missile to be launched, and manually firing a missile if the signal cable from the control
center failed. Adjacent to the personnel room was a large area, including a subfloor, for storing missiles and an elevator to carry the missiles to the surface. The magazines contained
storage racks and a rail system used to deliver the missiles to the elevator. Once aboveground, the missile was moved on rails to one of four launcher-loader assemblies for firing. Following
the deactivation of the Nike missile program, the south magazine was converted to an emergency relocation center for use in the event of a nuclear accident or if the Hanford Site ever
came under attack. Despite structural modifications and removal of the missiles, elevators, and launcher-loader assembly equipment, the north magazine remains relatively intact. As the
facility that provided missile storage, firing apparatus, and operational personnel for the maintenance and surveillance of Nike Ajax missiles, 6652-L played a strategic national security role in
defense of the Hanford Site. It is therefore the conclusion of the U. S. Department of Energy that Building 6652-L is eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places under
criterion A as a contributing property within the Hanford Site Manhattan Project and Cold War Era Historic District.

Description of Physical Appearance

The facility consists of two former underground Nike missile magazines. The only surface manifestations are two aboveground entrance doors. The two doors face south and are set in
cement walls which are set in mounds of earth backing each structure. The area is bounded on the north and west by a concrete pad and on the south and east by a parking lot. Surface soil
mounds cover where missile elevator doors were once located. Inside the entrance doors, a flight of stairs descends steeply to the underground units which contained a room (and subfloor)
for storing missiles, and an elevator to carry the missiles to the surface where the missiles could be loaded onto one of four launcher-loader assemblies for firing. Three of the launchers were
permanently emplaced above the ground, while the fourth launcher was mounted on the elevator. When the magazine elevator was in its lowered position, the missile crew could push a
missile and booster from the storage racks onto the elevator launcher.

The two underground storage units, constructed of concrete with cinder block and gypsum board partitions and floors made of concrete, vinyl, and wood, were joined by a 100 foot elliptical
metal tunnel. While the configuration of the north magazine remains relatively intact, the configuration of the south magazine is no longer intact due to its conversion to an emergency
relocation center following the deactivation of the Nike missile program. The emergency relocation center consisted of offices for administrative support, environmental and personnel
safety, security, radiation and dose assessment, a library, and cryptographic communications. The main multi-purpose room has a "war board" that was to track events on the "outside"
during a nuclear accident or attack. Adjacent to the multi-purpose room was the "decision room" where major decisions were to be made during a nuclear accident or enemy attack. While
the configuration for these offices is essentially intact, most of the equipment and furniture from the center (except for the war board) has been removed. Likewise, none of the features
from when the center was a magazine remain. The north magazine is basically intact although all the missiles, elevators, and launcher-loader equipment have been removed. Steel columns
and ceiling beams were installed after the removal of the missiles and elevator. Below the main floor, a trap door leads to a subfloor where additional missiles were stored. A wooden ceiling,
steel columns and a concrete foundation were installed in the subfloor after deactivation. Emergency escape hatches, which led from the underground personnel rooms by ladder to the
outside, are still intact. The launching control panels, however, were removed. They contained the necessary controls, indicator lamps, and communication facilities to enable a launching
section to control the preparation and firing of its missiles. Other features from the Nike period that remain intact in the north magazine include a security vault, several bunks, and a
kitchen.
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